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(Bangkok, Thailand)-On March 12, the World Day Against Cyber Censorship, the ASEAN Regional 

Coalition to #StopDigitalDictatorship is launching its flagship report, "Dawn of Digital 

Dictatorship: Weaponizing the Law Against Online Speech in Southeast Asia", on the ominous 

rise of digital authoritarianism in the region. 

In the past four years, the ASEAN region had a troubling escalation of digital authoritarianism. 

Governments exploited the COVID-19 pandemic and vague defamation and /ese-majeste laws to 

suppress freedom of speech and privacy; they used spyware, police powers and the complicity 

of big tech companies to monitor and attack human rights defenders, journalists and other civil 

society activists. In doing so, authorities have distorted the internet into a battleground for 

oppression. 

The Coalition, comprising ALTSEAN-Burma, Cambodian Center for Human Rights, ELSAM, 

Foundation for Media Alternatives, ILGA Asia, Manushya Foundation, Project88, Rohingya 

Malyafulnor Collaborative Network, SAFEnet, and Women's Peace Network vehemently oppose 

cyber censorship and surveillance and demand unfettered internet access for all, especially 

marginalised communities, to amplify their voices and defend their rights. 

On April 29, 2023, in Vientiane (Laos), Anousa Luangsouphom, also known as "Jack," a renowned 

youth democracy activist, was shot twice in a cafe in an assassination attempt. The attack came 

shortly after he publicly criticised China's dominance over Laos on his Facebook page, 'Power of 

the Keyboard'. 11
/ survived the attempted murder, and that day changed my life forever. I will 

never give up my activism. We, Lao people, want democracy and freedom!" - "Jack" Anousa 

Luangsouphom. 

Emilie Palamy Pradichit, Founder & Executive Director of Manushya Foundation, highlighted the 

oppressive environment against activists using social media as a powerful tool for freedom in the 

region: "Jack's attempted murder starkly illustrates the depths of repression faced by Lao 

activists, both domestically and abroad. It is a chilling reminder of the lengths to which 

authorities will go to silence voices of dissent. Our report also documents cases of transnational 

repression against activists in exile in the region, for speaking their truth to power online. 

Despite the threats and violence, we remain steadfast in our conviction: Voices of dissent 

cannot be stifled by the gun barrel. Digital dictatorship has gone beyond borders." 
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Online Gender Based Violence {OGBV). Additionally, develop specialised mechanisms 

with trained and skilled personnel to confront and eliminate online violence, and 

organise and take responsibility for task forces that will take proactive initiatives to 

safeguard marginalised communities {e.g. women, LGBTIQA+, people marginalised 

based on race) against specific forms of abuse, and overall gender-based violence. 

• Tech companies to prioritise human rights over profit, resist government pressure to

censor content, and adopt the Global Network Initiative Principles on Freedom of

Expression and Privacy. They should commit themselves to eradicating forms of hate

speech and gender-based violence being hosted or spread by their respective

platforms, including by allocating resources to information and education campaigns

aimed at preventing such abuses. Lastly, tech companies should enable people from

marginalised groups {e.g. women, girls, LGBTIQA+ people, disabled people, ethnic,

religious and racial minorities, as well as refugees) to participate and lead in the

technology sector to guide the design, implementation, and use of safe and secure

digital tools and platforms.

• Regional institutions, civil society organisations, and general members of civil society

to continue their informative activities, advocacy, and cross-sector collaboration,

support independent evaluations, and establish an independent multi-stakeholder

body that monitors digital rights abuses. Furthermore, there is a need to create and

participate in grassroots, community-led initiatives to safeguard LGBTIQA+, women,

girls and other concerned minorities against specific forms of abuse, and overall

gender-based violence. Wherever possible, to mobilise these initiatives to hold

governments, MPs, and corporations accountable.

Let's mount an unyielding resistance against digital despotism, ensuring the internet remains a 

bastion of freedom for all in Southeast Asia. 

• Access the Report "Dawn of Digital Dictatorship: Weaponizing the Law Against Online 

Speech in Southeast Asia" here.

• For more information about joining our regional campaign to #StopDigitalDictatorship in 

Southeast Asia, and to support our work to restore digital democracy in the region, access 

our on line campaign here.

For media inquiries, please contact: 

Emilie Palamy Pradichit, Founder & Executive Director of Manushya Foundation: 

emilie@manushyafoundation.org 

Wai Wai Nu, Founder and Executive Director, Women's Peace Network: 

wa iwa in u@wo menspeacenetwork.o rg 

Debbie Stothard, Founder & Coordinator, ALTSEAN-Burma: debbie@altsean.org 

Henry Koh, Executive Director, ILGA Asia: henry@ilgaasia.org 
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